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knife is not the only one which the neophyte receives
while stretched on the table on his face, nor does it con-
stitute the sum total of the initiation, but only the conclu-
sion thereof. Indeed, there is sometimes a good deal of
rough horse-play on these occasions, in which the emperor,
who delights therein, takes a prominent part.
"The boar hunt on the following day partakes of the
nature of the chamois drives already described, the only
difference being that the beaters are assisted in their work
by a carefully trained pack of boar-hounds, which are ac-
customed to obey the horn signals of the huntsman in
charge, and are of much service in driving the quarry from
its lair in the dense brush and underwood.
Another difference is that the shooting parties, instead
of firing in the direction of the drivers, are under the
strictest orders only to fire away from them; that is to
say, the hunters are practically forced to wait until the
wild boar rushes past before their rifles may be levelled.
Of course, it sometimes happens that the boar, instead of
charging past, charges directly at some member of the
party in the fiercest and most dangerous manner, and it is
in order to be prepared for an assault of this kind, that
each of them is provided with a kind of pike, or lance,
which goes by the euphonious name of sf sowpen."
The costume worn on these occasions is an exceptionally
hideous uniform, specially invented and devised by the
present emperor. It consists of a double-breasted frock
coat of grey cloth, with grass-green lapels and collar,
green striped pantaloons, high boots, and a grey Tyrolese
hat, with a wide green band. In the emperor's case it is
further adorned by the ribbon and badge of a Hohenzollern
family order known as that of the " White Hart."
At these shooting parties the emperor is accustomed to

